[Anesthesia in a patient with along-standing congenital heart malformation of the complete atrioventricular canal type for non-cardiac surgery].
Atrioventricular canal defects are a class of malformation attributable to anomalies in embryonic development of the anterior and posterior endocardial cushions. In the absence of surgical correction, death usually ensues in the first few years of life. Defects as severe as those observed in our patient are rare in adults. We describe the anesthetic management (epidural anesthesia with spontaneous ventilation by laryngeal mask) for a 46-year-old woman with this malformation who underwent emergency laparotomy.